[Structure and replication of viral hepatitis C virus, the key of the future therapeutic goals].
This paper reviews literature data on the hepatitis C virus. Hepatitis C virus is a positive-sense, single-stranded RNA virus. It is a genetically variable virus and it is estimated that the dominant viral sequence changes every few weeks. At least 6 genotypes are now recognized. All of this genotypes appear to have a similar effect on the liver but, the duration and response to therapy is strongly influenced by them. A complete understanding of this virus will greatly facilitate new antiviral agents.